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Descending Three Feathers.

High water at Italian Trap.



Chivo Falls

Location: East of Tucson.

Difficulty: Difficult. Narrow, rocky trail that drops into Tanque Verde
Canyon then follows the canyon creek bottom. Usually, the creek is rela-
tively dry, but during rainy periods deep crossings are possible. One obsta-
cle called “Three Feathers” has various routes from which to choose, some
more difficult than others. The last 0.1 miles before Chivo Falls is difficult
and tippy, but this part can be walked. Generally, this trail is driven by mod-
ified vehicles, but aggressive stock vehicles can probably get through with
some help. There are no monster obstacles, but you can find tough stuff if
that’s what you want. Lockers, high ground clearance and skid plates rec-
ommended. Route-finding is complex. Don’t drive this trail alone.

Features: This great hard-core trail features Chivo Falls. During wet peri-
ods, water flows over a high rock ledge and drops dramatically to a pool
below. This cool, shaded halfway point on the route is a popular place to
stop for lunch.

Time & Distance: Just under 10 miles. Allow 4 to 5 hours.

To Get There: From Exit 256 at Interstate 10 head east on Grant Road. This
flows into Tanque Verde Road which becomes Redington Road as it leaves
town. Turn right through an opening in a fence about a half mile after mile
marker 7. The road is marked on the fence as E.S. 4417.

Trail Description: Reset odometer as you turn right off Redington Road [o11.
There’s a broad rocky area inside the fence but no clear start to the road.
Head straight through the fence in a southeast direction and the road will
become more obvious. After a short distance the road starts downhill and
turns left in a northeast direction. Bear right downhill at 0.2 miles. The road
heads south then northeast again. Continue straight at 0.5. Bear right at 0.8
miles [02; to the top of “Three Feathers.” A path down the right side is the
easiest route. Hardest route is far left.

The road goes right and crosses a cattle guard at 2.2 miles [o31.
Cross another cattle guard at 2.4. At 2.5 cross a small earthen dam at Chiva
Tank. Bear right at a T at 2.8 miles [04] staying on E.S. 4417. The road left is
an alternate route back to Redington Road. Bear left over a cattle guard at
3.2 miles 0s1. The road to the right is called Redington Loop, not covered in
this book. Bear right for Chivo Falls at 3.3 miles 061 on E.S. 4405. You will
come back to this point later. Cross creek at 3.4 then bear right. Cross



another cattle guard and drop down a steep bank. Bear left at 4.1 miles.

ES. 4405 continues to the right. Descend a steep, rocky hill. The trail gets
tougher as you near Chivo Falls. I stopped at 4.4 miles [071. The last part was
very tippy. You have to walk up a short, rocky hill to see the falls. It’s a
very pretty spot even if the falls are not flowing.

Reset your odometer and return to the intersection 1.0 miles back
e61. Turn right and follow E.S. 4426. After crossing a creek bed at 1.2 miles,
continue straight where a road goes left. Continue straight at 1.5 miles (o8]
where a road goes right. Cross another creek and cattle guard before 2.4
miles 091. At this point, the trail follows the creek bed, weaving in and out.
It may be dry or quite deep depending on the time of year. The deepest part
will be at 2.9 miles. You can follow the creek or drive along the right side at
the deepest part. This area is called the “Italian Trap”. It is very rocky with
various routes from which to choose. Continue straight leaving the creek at
3.2 miles 1101. A metal tank marks this spot. Bear left after passing through a
gate at 3.3. The road is easier for a while but gets rocky again. Bear right at
a T at 5.1 miles. Continue straight at 5.2 before reaching Redington Road at
5.3 miles 1.

Return Trip: Turn left to return to Tucson. Right takes you on a long trip to
Redington. You may wish to explore other marked trails in this popular
four-wheel-drive and ATV area.

Services: None on trail. Return to Tucson.
Maps: Coronado National Forest (Safford and Santa Catalina Ranger

Districts), USGS 7.5 minute maps Piety Hill, AZ N3215-W11030/7.5 and
Aqua Caliente Hill, AZ 32110-C6-TF-024.
























