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Sunflower Mine {

Getting There: From east side of Phoenix, take Highway 87 north and
turn left on road marked to Sycamore Creek/Mt. Ord, 0.6 miles past
mile marker 222. Follow paved road downhill 1.1 miles and turn right
on ES. 201.

Staging/Camping: After you turn right on 201, you’ll see a wide area
on the left for staging. To camp, continue another 2.5 miles, following
trail directions. You’ll see camp spots on left before creek crossing.
Like all national forests, you may camp anywhere along the trail up to
14 days. Try to find a place where others have already camped.

Difficulty: First half of route to mine is moderately steep and rocky.
Second half of route requires maneuvering over large boulders, then
climbing an extremely steep, rocky hill. This portion is for advanced
riders only. Don’t attempt this hill alone. We found it prudent to use
a safety line on front of ATV to avoid flipping over backwards. UTVs
can make it to the mine with some effort, but should stop there.

Highlights: Visit historic Sunflower Mine (a.k.a. National Mine).
When you reach the mill, you’ll see a giant steel pipe that tumbled a
reddish-brown ore called cinnabar. The resulting fine particles were
burned in vertical furnaces with coke to produce mercury gas. The gas
liquified after being cooled in giant U-shape tubes. Most of this equip-
ment is still standing inside a large dilapidated wooden building. Large
mines are scattered on hillsides around the mill. Never enter a mine
regardless of how safe it may appear.

Time & Distance: Round trip to mine and back is 11.8 miles and takes
3 to 4 hours. If you ride the entire loop, it measures 13.6 miles and
takes 4 to 5 hours.

Trail Description: The fun begins when you begin climbing up F.S.
25A. This road is heavily rutted and steep, but fun to ride. Where the
trail follows the creek before the mine, it is a bit rocky, but nothing like
after the mine. Please don’t continue on the loop portion of route after
the mine unless you can handle an extreme challenge. Make sure you
travel with a buddy who can spot for you as needed.

Services: Nothing nearby. Head back to outskirts of Phoenix or north
to Payson for full services.



Directions: (Shadowed portion of trail is described here.)

WP | Mile | Action
01 0.0 N33°55.89° WI11°27.82" From staging area near Syca-
more Creek Road, head north on well graded E.S. 201.
02 1.2 N33°56.62° WI11°27.02" Cross cattle guard and bear
left downhill on E.S. 25.
2.5 Continue straight across creek. Good camp spots on left.
03 3.9 N33°56.49” WI11° 28.97" Bear right uphill on E.S. 25A.
Rougher road climbs steeply, then levels off across high
shelf.
4.9 Descend to bottom of hill and follow along rocky creek
to right.
51 Cross short steel bridge.
53 Continue straight. (Left dead ends.)
04 5.6 N33°57.46° WI111°29.50" Make a sharp left turn uphill
to reach Sunflower Mill.
5.8 Stay left. You’ll see the mill below. (Right uphill, at this
point, leads to mines.)
05 5.9 N33°57.297 WI11° 29.67 Road ends at bottom of hill.
Walk short distance back to mine. Return to Wpt. 04.
04 6.2 Turn left to continue. Trail becomes extremely difficult
Reset | and is for advanced riders only. Novice riders go back.
0.8 Trail follows creek over very large rocks.
06 0.9 N33°57.947 W111° 28.88" Turn hard right uphill out of
creek on F.S. 3722. Begin extremely steep, rocky climb.
Consider using safety strap to avoid flipping backwards.
14 Stay right.
07 1.7 N33°58.08" WIIl1° 28.26 " Roads converge at camp
spot. Bear slightly right downhill on E.S. 201A.
1.9 Driver’s choice down steep, rocky descent. Right easier.
31 After narrow ledge road, drop downbhill and cross creek.
On other side of creek, turn hard right. Trail soon turns
left up one final long steep hill.
08 3.8 N33°58.06° WI11°27.00" Intersect with E.S. 201 and
bear right on easy road.
02 6.2 Loop completed. Continue straight across cattle guard
and head south on 201 back to staging area.
01 7.4 Return to starting point.
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