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Walnut Canyon

Location: South of Superior, southeast of Florence Junction.

Difficulty: Moderate. Winding, rutted road with moderate climbs and
descents. Narrow in a few places. Our group drove the trail following a
period of torrential rains. Several places were badly washed out, which
required some rock-stacking for several stock vehicles in our group. While
the road is well defined most of the way, one section crosses a low sandy
area along the Gila River. Rains had washed away previous tire tracks mak-
ing route-finding difficult. Skid plates and high ground clearance recom-
mended for stock vehicles. Brush may lightly touch your vehicle. Go with
other vehicles in case you need help.

Features: A photographer’s dream. Beautiful Sonoran Desert with towering
red buttes on all sides of the trail. A fun drive offering real adventure. Hike
into the nearby White Canyon Wilderness area north of the trail. A small
part of this trail crosses State Trust Land so it’s best to have a State Trust
Land permit as described in the introduction of this book (call 602-364-
2753). This is also a popular ATV area. Stay on existing trails at all times.

Time & Distance: Just under 20 miles, but driving is slow the entire way.
Allow at least 5 to 6 hours.

To Get There: From Phoenix and Apache Junction, take Highway 60 east to
the town of Superior. On the east side of town, head south on paved
Highway 177. Turn right at the top of a hill on well-graded Battle Axe Road
0.9 miles past mile marker 159.

Trail Description: Reset your odometer as you turn right off Highway 177
io11. Follow Battle Axe Road south. After coming over a rise, turn right onto
a lesser road at 1.3 miles [o21. Shift into four-wheel drive as the road
becomes rutted. Bear left into a sandy wash at 1.7. Bear left at a Y at 4.3.
Right goes to a parking area and hiking trail into the White Canyon
Wilderness. Climb rocky switchbacks to a T at the top of a hill at 5.1 and
turn right. At 5.3 miles (03] turn left at a Y. This starts the loop portion of the
trail. You will return to this point later.

You’ll climb to a high point with beautiful views before descending
a series of badly washed-out switchbacks. Careful tire placement is neces-
sary but our group of mostly stock vehicles managed fine. A particularly
bad washed-out spot at 8.2 required considerable rock-stacking. Turn right



into a flat, sandy wash at 8.3 miles [041. We stopped here for lunch. Continue
down this wash and turn right into a smaller wash at 9.3 miles [0s1. Continue
straight across a small wash at 9.8 and climb a small hill. At 10.7 miles o6
turn right heading north in a wide, confusing wash. Work your way from the
right side of the wash to the left side, maneuvering around tall weeds. Just
make sure you keep heading north. At 11.9 miles 1071 watch carefully for a
small road that comes out of the wash to the left, almost reversing direction.
A small rock with a white painted arrow marked this location when I drove
the trail.

The trail becomes more defined again. A badly washed-out spot at
12.5 required more rock-stacking. Over time, these bad wash-outs get easier
as more people fill in the holes. You may have no trouble at all. Bear right
ata 'Y at 12.7 miles. Right is an alternate route to the Coke Ovens (Trail
#56). Bear left at another Y at 12.8. This section of the trail is very scenic.
At 14.5 miles (03] you return to the start of the loop portion of the trail. Turn
left and go out the way you came in.

Return Trip: Turn left at Highway 177 to return to Superior. When you
reach Highway 60, turn left for Phoenix or right for Globe.

Services: None on trail. Some services in Superior. We stopped at an ice
cream stand west of Highway 177 near Highway 60.

Maps: USGS 7.5 minute maps Teapot Mountain, AZ, N3307.5-W11100/7.5
and Grayback, AZ, N3300-W11100/7.5
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